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lBut the team’ ﬂo cold feet
over the =:assassination-- and
demded to “ b’o -
txon e
Banks,~55. “ho'“ ‘
of blac::maxlng _the- Somom
régime  for = $250,000 . .(about
£104 ,000); - said ‘he- was. cne cf]
six: Brxtrsh -ard -+ American~msn
hired as assassins- by : & . CIA
man Col Frank Sturgess.:-:
S;urgnss,_wno he. smd was
involved .. in . the - W'at"r"axe
scandal and - was “the - alleged
third man’ ~in . the- =-Pre>1dent
Kennedy . -, assassination,.. - had|
told him <the order.: for t‘xe-;
assassination ~ of* “Somoza - had.
come from Mr. Carter: and hxs
secunty advxsers..

‘- Banks” sa.xd that a.fte:.seemg
Sturgess: the: six; hired- men. ex-
pressed. astcoishment lat:. the
contract and ways were discus-|
sed about stopping:it- because:
it:was Tegarded ‘as:-too:seripus
politically ~and" stahvhtymnse to
‘be:: carried.. thronghl 7004
~~ It was jagreed, he: ad.d.ed 'chat
hg should a.p,proaoh the Somoza
regime:--and .offer’ information
‘abiout the .assassiaation- plot in
Teturn - for- $250. 000 .and ‘homes
and Jobs -in- the . main - Nicar-|
aguan " city, of- .Managua: foc
themsﬂves and their families.

Banks “claimed  hel waited ‘a
t'ew da)s to . let ‘the’ stuation
sink in and, eventwally rang the
Nicaraguzn. Embassy-in London.
but the .result: was- ' not- very

good.”: yywira Tretn T evaY ey
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:.-A defence witness; Brig.-Gen.
;O‘rro LESSING, a retired general

im_the- United - States Marine
Corps, told: the:-court he -had
travelled from America to give
evidence becanse I felt a man
of : his.- (Banks’s)-- stature - and
excellent secvice.to the United
States and his country-deserved?
somebody to stand -up. for hxm
and back him-up:”
.The general recdlled a te]e-
ohone - call:he:received from
Banks "asking his. advice on a
‘‘very - sensitive-- matier” 'in
central America. oo s L
s~ After Banks -had " explained
the details Ainvolving:an opera-
tion coricerning a” fr)rmer head’
of state; Gen.' Lessm" said he
told Ban‘s he thou*’nt it was:
*feame- “up.” H~ - also “con-}
sidered:- it was “ridiculons and|
impossible” . that -the- United;
States rfo\rermnent was mvolved
in the plot .
- -Banks, -of College Road CoL
lege qun, Ca-mberley, Surrey,!
has “denied: - thxree b]ackmazh
charges.s¥473737 - < WoE R .-j

<The trial. was ad;oumed unzil
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